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Hospitals and Clinics and was pronounced dead.
An autopsy revealed the victim had ingested meth-

amphetamine provided by Hojka, who received it from
Muriello. According to an affidavit, a recent needle
puncture mark was found on the deceased’s body. 

A police search of Muriello’s home in May of 2021
uncovered methamphetamine, needles and marijuana
as well as a substantial amount of child pornography.

According to a release from the UI, the university
placed Muriello on administrative leave that same day.

Muriello officially retired on July 1, 2022, the univer-
sity said, automatically granting Muriello emeritus
status. The distinction is given when a faculty member
retires after working at the university for a “significant
period of time,” defined as 10 or more years of “service”
to the university, according to UI policy.

The university can also revoke Emeritus status at
any time, per the policy and a “conviction of a federal
offense would be considered good cause,” the school
said in a release last August. 

The university revoked Muriello’s emeritus status
in September 2022.

Anonymous tip sparked investigation in 2020

Court documents say the University of Iowa re-
ceived an email from an anonymous parent of a UI
freshman in April 2020.

The parent claimed their child attended a party at
Muriello’s Iowa City residence where the professor al-
legedly provided meth and used gamma-hydroxybu-
tyrate, a common date rape drug, to “drug partygoers
to have sex with them.”

The email accused Muriello of rounding up younger
individuals and teens as young as 17 to record sex acts.
The writer also claimed the professor owned an “ex-

tensive” child porn collection on multiple devices. The
email also said Muriello was using Zoom to perform
the sex acts live.

According to court documents, an FBI special agent
filed a report from a 19-year-old UI student in Septem-
ber 2020 who developed a relationship with Muriello.
The warrant said Muriello supplied this student with
meth and had nonconsensual sex with the student
multiple times.

Prosecution said Muriello led a ‘double life’ and
pointed to evidence of Satanic imagery

A search warrant uncovered 12,000 media files on
Muriello’s MacBook, including thousands of photos
and more than 1,300 videos of children. Several hun-
dred of those videos showed the children, some under
the age of two, engaged in sex acts.

The National Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren identified 165 children in files recovered from Mu-
riello’s computer.

Prosecutors argued that Muriello led a double life —
one as a professor, actor, and singer, the other as
someone who purchased, distributed and used meth-
amphetamine and possessed more than 10,000 pic-
tures of children, many inappropriate.

“Muriello’s family did not know the depth of his de-
pravity or the despicable nature of his conduct,” the
prosecution wrote in its sentencing memorandum.

Letters of support from people close to Muriello in-
dicate this double life, the prosecution said, His sister-
in-law said he was incapable of such crimes and she
instantly felt his kindness and joy when she met him
more than 40 years ago.

In a few recovered images, the prosecution argued
that Muriello had aligned with the devil, using the
well-known sign of the devil “666” for passwords and
even photographed himself with Satanic symbols on
his body. 

In the same photo, Muriello identified himself as a
“pedo” and referred to his genitals. The prosecution ar-

gued this message indicated “he proudly advertised
himself as a pedophile.”

Defense cites Muriello’s religion, lack of
criminal history

Muriello’s lawyers countered, saying the satanic
imagery should not be used as evidence against Mu-
riello. The defense believed the government assumed
an “aggravating circumstance,” and the prosecution
assumed his religion, violating his first amendment
rights. 

Instead, the defense argued the only relevant use of
the symbols and images is to “indicate how far [Mu-
riello] had fallen into the grips of mental illness and
drug abuse and how far he has come since that time,”
they wrote in the sentencing memorandum.

Muriello’s lawyers argued a 25-year prison term
was longer than necessary. They said even the lesser
20-year sentence was a “very long time” for him, who
is 66, has no other criminal history, and is of “ill
health.” The defense said during sentencing that Mu-
riello knows he will likely die in prison and has accept-
ed and even “signed up” for it by cooperating with the
government’s investigation and accepting personal
accountability. 

The defense argued that the deceased victim in
Hojka’s home suffered from cardiovascular disease,
leading to a quicker death from methamphetamine.
They argued that “meth actual is not more dangerous
than meth mixture” and charges for the same crime
with other drugs, including fentanyl and heroin, had
lesser punishments than for “ice,” crystal metham-
phetamine.

Muriello is ordered to pay a $50,000 fine, $12,000 in
restitution and $22,000 in assessments. Muriello’s
home on the east side of Iowa City, where he held par-
ties and was said to have exchanged meth for sex, was
also forfeited.

Muriello will be more than 90 years old when he
completes his sentence. There is no parole in the fed-
eral prison system. Muriello would also be subject to a
five-year-long “supervised release” upon completion
of his prison term, subject to several conditions, in-
cluding separate sex-offense-specific and drug treat-
ment programs.

Hojka pled guilty in May 2022 to conspiracy to dis-
tribute 50 grams and more of meth resulting in a
death, the Press-Citizen reported. Hojka was sen-
tenced to 20 years in federal prison in September.

Ryan Hansen covers local government and crime
for the Press-Citizen. He can be reached at rhan-
sen@press-citizen.com or on Twitter @ryanhansen01.
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“Ask for help when you need it most, no matter what
you’ve got, don’t boast.” 

These lyrics from the original song “Grain of Sand”
by deceased Oakdale Choir singer and songwriter, Per-
ry Miller, encourage us to lean on one another’s wis-
dom from a place of humility. Perry’s words aptly de-
scribe the approach 

and goals of our 2023 Summer Songwriting Col-
laboration as participants strive to establish social
connections and caring spaces for musical creation. 

In the summer months between 2010 and 2019,
each Tuesday late afternoon, I packed my clear plastic
backpack with songwriting materials and went
through security into the Oakdale Prison (officially the
Iowa Medical and Classification Center). For the first
five years of our summer songwriting workshops, we
gathered in the testing room after the incarcerated
songwriters rearranged the tables and wheeled in a pi-
ano to create a makeshift workspace. In 2017 when the
University of Iowa Liberal Arts Beyond Bars program
developed, the testing room became a library, so our

summer songwriting workshops met in the prison
gym. These weekly 90-minute summer meetings in-
cluded between 10 and 20 incarcerated and three to
seven non-incarcerated individuals. We sang, collab-
orated on original songs, and built community. We cre-
ated 150 original songs, and the Oakdale Choir sang 75
of them at concerts between 2009-2019. 

Because the prison leadership has not allowed the
songwriting workshops (or the choir) to restart this
summer, we’ve pivoted to create opportunities for
more people outside of prison to build relationships
with people in custody through pen pal collaborations.
This Summer 2023 Collaborative Songwriting Work-
shop Project is designed to build relationships, learn
about transformative justice, and create original
songs. 

Twenty-eight people are participating in this sum-
mer songwriting collaboration project: 14 songwriters
incarcerated in Iowa prisons and 14 songwriters from
outside of prison. Our outside songwriters include
University of Iowa music education and music therapy
students, music education alumni, and musicians
from California, New York, Atlanta, and England. Sev-
eral Oakdale Choir members are sponsoring outside

songwriters who requested financial support. 
How do these partnerships work? Songwriting

partners communicate through an electronic messag-
ing system to share ideas about their favorite musical
styles and artists, musical ideas, and lyrics. Hopefully,
songwriting partners can also have phone conversa-
tions or video visits to share real-time musical ideas. 

Partners’ correspondence includes sharing
thoughts about the Nguni Bantu people’s concept of
Ubuntu, signifying interconnectedness and the ability
to recognize human dignity in all people while living
with deep respect for nature. This concept informs the
framework of transformative justice, which identifies
oppression as the basis of abuse, assault, and harm.
Practicing transformative justice, most effectively in
collaboration, addresses oppression at multiple levels.
Systemic, underlying injustices must be confronted to
work toward individual and communal accountability
and healing. 

We plan for a culminating zoom performance of
original songs on August 10 at 3:30 PM Central time. If
you wish to receive a link to attend, contact me at ma-
ry-cohen@uiowa.edu. We plan to put a recording of
the event on the Oakdale Choir website.

Songwriting collaboration enlists help from inmates
Mary L. Cohen
Special to the Press-Citizen | USA TODAY NETWORK

SNL actor Davidson to do 50 
hours of community service

Pete Davidson has entered a diversion program to
resolve a reckless driving charge for crashing into a
Beverly Hills, California, home and will perform 50
hours community service, authorities said Tuesday.

The 29-year-old “Saturday Night
Live” and “King of Staten Island” actor
and comedian will likely do his commu-
nity service with the New York Fire De-
partment, where his late father worked,
Los Angeles County prosecutors said.

Davidson was 7 years old when his
father, Scott, a New York firefighter,
died responding to the Sept. 11, 2001, at-

tacks.
Davidson pleaded not guilty to the misdemeanor

and was put in an 18-month diversion that also in-
cludes 12 hours of traffic school, an order to obey all
laws and restitution that was not specified.

When Davidson was charged on June 16, prosecu-
tors called the March 4 crash a “serious collision.” No
one was reported injured.

Davidson’s latest show, “Bupkis,” debuted on Pea-
cock in May, and he stars in the forthcoming film “
Dumb Money.”

Barrymore, Winfrey featured
at National Book Awards

Drew Barrymore, whose honors in-
clude a Golden Globe and Screen Actors
Guild award, will be presiding over a
more literary ceremony this fall.

Barrymore will be hosting the 74th
annual National Book Awards, the Na-
tional Book Foundation announced
Tuesday. And Oprah Winfrey, a previ-
ous winner of an honorary National

Book Award, will be a guest speaker.
Barrymore and Winfrey both have long histories of

championing books and reading. Winfrey’s book club
picks have helped dozens of works become bestsell-
ers, while Barrymore has praised books by Tina Fey
and David Sedaris, among others.

“Throughout their careers, Drew Barrymore and
Oprah Winfrey have each demonstrated their endur-
ing belief that books have the power to change readers’
lives – by opening doors, sparking conversations, and
building community,” David Steinberger, chair of the
Board of Directors of the National Book Foundation,
said in a statement. “This belief echoes the mission of
the National Book Foundation to ensure that books
have a prominent place in our culture.”

The awards ceremony is scheduled for Nov. 15, in
Manhattan, with competitive prizes to be handed out
in fiction, nonfiction, poetry, literature in translation
and young people’s literature. Barrymore is not the
first celebrity host of the National Book Awards, the
unofficial “Oscars” of the publishing world. Steve Mar-
tin hosted a handful of times in the late 1990s and early
2000s.
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