IN MEMORIAM
JONATHAN WALTON: TEACHER, MENTOR, FRIEND

Jonathan wWalton
History teacher
Friend
Brothermans
You deepened our memory and inspired our survival.

He was a teacher of teachers. We had come to Iowa to begin our study of
history and literature. We were, many of us, college teachers, the teachers of
future teachers. But Jonathan Walton, fresh out of his Ph.D. program at Prin-
ceton University, would change forever our tenure as educators. Our encounter
with Jonathan would open our minds once again to the meaning of the mentoring
process, to the meaning of the academic coach, to the imeaning of the scholar
expert. Before we would part, Jonathan would reteach us the power of the rela-
tionship hetween the apprentice and the master teacher. He would open to us not
aly the documents of our human record, but also the meaning of the academy and
the challenge of bondingy between the teacher and learner.

Jonathan was a mentor who set the example of the careful worshipper whose
quest for truth would not allow a fallacy of quick generalization, not allow the
menace of shallow deliberation. But Jonathan was also a dauntless warrior who
souyht to shield his cammunity with a piercing research that shattered half
truths — a brother who defended the race by demanding the same excellence of
preparation and execution fram his students, who often became his friends, that
he demanded of himself. Often his serious and prampt responses to our needs led
us to believe that each of us was special; that each of us had discovered lost
kernels of abandoned history. What we soon discovered was that with Jonathan
came that which is traditionally associated with the academy: the ongoing
dialogue between teacher and learner. Indeed, Jonathan would read twenty
typewritten pages of copy and respond with forty handwritten pages of caunents
for eacn of his students. This is no small feat. In truth, it is an act of
love —- pure, expressive, and uneyualled in much of today's academy.

In acadenic circles, social gatherings, and in times of reverence, Jonathan
walton was always a scholar, critic, gentleman whose egalitarian spirit worked
hungrily and perceptively to instruct and guide each of us along that deep and
often arducus path to our humanity.



This is what we learned and what we bring fran our all too brief encounter
with our friend: that loving another human being means caring about the
excellence of cur engagement. With Jonathan, the quality of our mutual involve-
ment became the essence of love in the service of discipline and hard work.
Ultimately, Jonathan was a teacher, a professor, a historian, and friend who
taught us how love dewolves fram the imentoring process when one canes face to

face with a master teacher who shares a faith in the form, the content and dream
of his apprentice.

Jonathan was a teacher of teachers. We mourn his passing but celebrate his
life.

We cane together today
For your sake
But find ourselves.
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