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Ul’s Walton dies while in Chicago

By Cathy Jackson
The Daily lowan

UI Assistant Professor of History
and African-American World Stu-
dies Jonathan W. Walton died (?f
unknown causes Sunday at his
sister’s home in Chicago, Ill.

He was 43. ;

His sister, Addie Walton, said
doctors performed an autopsy on
Walton, but the cause of his death
has not yet been determined.

Walton, who had been teaching at
the UI since 1977, received his BA
in history from the University of
Illinois at Chicago and went on to
receive his master’s and doctoral
degree in history from Princeton
University.

Walton had to cancel plans to
research at Yale University this
summer when he became ill in
May, according to UI Africar}-
American World Studies Chair

Darwin Turner. Walton was also

planning to take a 2-year leave
from the UI beginning this fall to

teach at Carleton College in North-
field, Minn.

UI students and faculty mourned
his death Monday.

“At times when individuals at
businesses and educational institu-
tions die, a kind of respect is paid
from professional courtesy,” Tur-
ner said. “But in Walton’s case, the
friendships he evoked in people are

so deep and so genuine. I am

certain individuals who are col-
leagues, former students -and
friends are feeling the same shock
and grief they would if a close
member of their family died.

“He had a very promising scho-
larly career ahead of him,” Turner
said.

‘Walton had recently contracted
with Greenwood Press for the
publication of his first book, which
was to be printed in less than a
year. : ;

The book, a study of the immigra-
tion of blacks from the U.S. into
Canada, will still be published,
according to UI ‘Associate History

Professor Shelton Stromquist.

“Collectively, we will all make
every effort to see that it comes
out,” Stromquist said. “It will
come out.” ¢

Assistant Professor of History
James Giblin said Walton was one
of the most conscientious teachers
and mentors at the UL

“He was one of the most highly
valued faculty members at the
university,” Giblin said.

Clenora Hudson, who did doctoral
research under Walton, said he
was a mentor to many students.

“It’'s his mentoring that makes
him different from everyone else,”
she said. “A lot of teachers will
teach you, but they won’t be your
mentor. He touches your soul. He's
was a thorough scholar, all he did
was enhance you — he made you
better. I told him: ‘you’re making
me brilliant.” ”

Memorial services for Walton will
be held at Unity Funeral Parlor in
Chicago at 11 a.m. Saturday.
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Letters

Jonathon’s gone
To the Editor:

Jonathon Walton, you gave me so
much, asked for so little and

received even less. So many people:

have come to me and congratulated
me on my Emmett Till disserta-
tion. They say that they can hardly
wait until it’s published. The truth
is, that if it wouldn’t have been for
my mentor, the chair of my disser-
tation committee, my warrior, my
friend and my fountain of inspira-
tion, Dr. Jonathon Walton, my
dissertation would yet to be real-
ized. ;

Inifact, as I told Jonathon during

. the middle of my second semester

at the UL, I always thought. that I
hated history. That is, until now.
With him, I relived history with
one who really made it alive.
Toward the end of that term, as [
was completing my final paper, I

confessed to Jonathon that because
of his incredible teaching talents, I
was prepared to dare and adven-
ture into exploring the mystery of a
new field of study for me —
history. ;

I' take this time now, though
somewhat late, to thank the man
behind my goal. He encouraged me
during my darkest moments and
pleaded with me to stay here and
write my dissertation rather than
complete it elsewhere. He heard
my excitement. He dealt with my
impatience and continually, in both

" words and action, encouraged me,

“Clenora,” he would say, “you are
good, and you are going to receive
your doctorate.” I needed to hear
that, How much I needed to hear

that. It was not enough that he °

believed in me but that he also
made me believe in myself again. I
doubt that there is a person ‘alive
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who does not, somewhere in the
corner of his or her space, feel
insecure.

Some people thought that I was in
a hurry to finish. I was. I was in a

hurry for. myself, and as it turns .

out, for Jonathon, too. I thank God

; thqt we finished this before he left.

Had I been delayed by just one
term, we would not have experi-
enced the completion of my disser-
tation together.
Jonathon, for hanging in there
with me.

My only compunction is that I did
not get a chance to
Jonathon’s last request of me. He
demandingly reminded me one
Sunday evening that I had prom-
ised him a copy of my dissertation
but had not yet given him one. I
smiled and said, with deep sincer-
ity, that he would receive one. How
could I not give him a copy? He
made it happen.

Thank you,

grant

‘As most of us know, Jonathon
asked for very little. In fact, he
almost never asked. How I wish

that he had shared his pain with -

me. But as his sister said, “He was

such a gentle soul who carried the

weight of the world on his shoul-

ders, but who did not want others .

to feel discomfort.” Unfortunately,
I, as many of us, did not know how
much Jonathon was suffering.

I am grieving now. It hurts so
badly. But I know that next week
when I talk about Jonathon, Tl
smile and laugh and talk about the

many good things he brought to me |

— to all of thosé who knew him,’
How can I not feel joy when I think
about Jonathon? Jonathon did so

much living and giving while he

was here with us.
I love you Jonathon.

Clenora Hu&son
lowa City
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