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*CHICAGO A LUSTY
BROTH OF A BOY,
HISTORIAN FINDS

Too Busy Growing to Mind
Manners, Mobsters.

BY CHARLES BALLENGER.

The great gangster wars and politi-
cal corruption which at one time gave
Chicago a bad reputation were the
result of the desire of the average
citizen for more money and a bigger
and better city than any one else, in
the opinion of Prof. Bessie Louise
Pierce, University of Chicago staff
member, who has spent the last 13
vears studying the history of this city,

The bawdy and brazen mobsters
were allowed to flourish because Chi-
cagoans had been too busy building
a great city—and doing it in record
time—to notice what went on beneath
the surface, Miss Pierce fecls.

Writer Blames Materialism.

The same materialism, she believes,
is the reason why great political ma-
chines have dominated Chicago thru-
out its history. When the citizens no
longer cast their votes in the direc-
tion of the most money, elections no
longer will be run from the city hall,
Miss Pierce asserts. In the first elec:
tion held here, 35 people were on the
voting lists and they all cast their
ballots for the Whig party—a well
bossed machine even then. .

Friendly, energetic Prof. Pierce
came here from the University of
Iowa in 1929 at the invitation of the
University of Chicago to do a monu-
mental four volume history of the
city. This history covers the city
from its first cluster of mud huts in
1673 to the present. Two of the books
are already on sale and a third is
expected to be in the book stores next
spring. All of the research has just
been completed.

Cow Story Agaln.

The famous O'Leary lcgend ol the
great Chicago fire of 1871 has been
given a new lwist by Miss Plerce.
The blame for starting the fire should
be laid at the feet of a group of Irish
celebrants, whose thirst was greater
than their scruples, The cow, she
savs, was just an innocent bystander.

According to Miss Pierce, who tells
the story with a twinkle in her eye,
the Irishmen ran out of milk for thelr
punch right in the middle of the
party. Taking the nearest and easiest
way out they hied themselves to the
De Xoven street address of Mrs.
O'Leary's barn and cow. It was while
they were * borrowing " milk that the
infamous lantern was kicked over.
The cow, she says emphatically, had
nothing to do with it.

City Is Husky Youngster.

In generalizing about Chicago, Miss
Pierce compared the city to a husky,
brawling young laborer—always too
busy constructing a new building or
running a factory to worry about the
dictums of Emily Post, but never too
busy to stop and greet a stranger.

“Perhaps on the whole, citizens of
Chicago have neglected art, literature,
and music too much,” Prof. Pierce
said, *but that will come later. No
where in history is there another city
that has grown as fast as this. From
nothing to a city of almost 4,000,000
in less than 100 years!"

Rationing Not New.

For those who think coffee ration-
ing is a new and uncomfortable priva.
tion suffered only by this generation,
Miss Pierce has found some consola-
tion. For some time after the great
fire there was no coffee available for
the unhappy populace. All other food
was rationed by the Chicago Relief
and Aid society with an allowance
of only $1.98 for a family of five per
week. Among other things, each per-
son was given only about a quarter of
a pound of sugar a week and three
pounds of meat.

Chicago's famous traffic arterles,
State street, Michigan avenue,
Ogden avenue and Sheridan road, are
built on the great lanes used to drive
cattle and hogs to the slaughter-
houses in the early days, Miss Pierce
hac fannd in her research.

North Side Swamp.

The whole north side of the city
and suburbs, she has found, are part
of a huge swamp which was under
several feet of water most of the
vear. Ridge and Sheridan roads lay
on almost the only passable ground
between the lake and the Des Plaines
river, which caused most of the flood-
ing. All this area was a favorite
hangout for the local hoodlums of the
time,

in general, however, Prof. Plerce,
who resides at 5616 Blackstone ave-
nue, defends the city. *Since l've
been studying this town I've come 10
love it.” she sald. I like the small
town attitude that Chicago has kept
about most things. When a city grows
with the rapidity thls has there are
vound to be growing palns, but time
will iron these out.”
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