June 21, 1940

an Ga P Kﬂy
gglloge of Liboral Arta.

My dear Dean Kay:

This statement 1s a response to your
gall for a roport on the conceorns of the Departmont of
Iigtory for the year 1939-1940 and on the nceds of the
Departmont for the blonniwa 1041-1043.

I. Personnel: The Departmont Las undergone
some changes in staffe Lr. clark joined the group as
agsociate professor to {111 tho vacancy in Duropean hlstory
left Ly the death of Dr. Andrews. DrsCuttino, a Rhodes
Scholar and De Phil. Oxford, has Jjolnod tho staff as Instructor
to teach medieval historye Dre Coldwin Smith who came last

yoar 1s continued as instructor to toach ghlefly iIn the field
of English historye HNr, John Isefner will relinquish his
teaching in the University High School to take charge of the
work in teacher training in place of Mr. Harry Derg who ] ins
the faculty of the University of Now Hampshiroe.

Dre Harry Ce. Plum, baving reached tho age of
70, is teaching half time. Dr, Plum has served the University
loyally and competently tlrough long yoarse lisa Clara I,
Daloy has cne more yoar to serve on full tlme. She has served
tho University loyally end admirablye. It wilil be the plan to
havo Dre. Smith and Dr. Cuttino assume charge of the courses

rolinguished by Hics Daloye

II. Scholarly Activitlos. During the past
year Dre. Cuttino pres nted &n article In the Inglish Historical
foview and his book on Inglish Diplomatic Adminisirvetion was
Publiched by tho Oxfor €88s r's L Tiae published three
articles in learned journals the past yeor and his boock on the

Treaty of Wanh%ggton 1871, will soon be publiched Ly Cornell
Vnivercity. - 0o Tdowict's voluws on The Dorlin Vest Africe
Conference 1004=1835 is roady for the pross and a two volume
Toonomle dictory ol the Dritish @geir'o is woll on the waye
Sr. Clork has under way several articles dealin, with phases
of Luropecn diplemacy and & larger work on the ranco-Pruscian
Dr. Clark presented a paper 1ln the Ilspanic-

War 1864-1871. : :
Amorican Hictorical Neviews Dre Thornton published threo

:u'ticlea anc h1s Dook on the History of Chautauqua is well
under waye Dre Potorsen continues Eﬁ.a resoarcir end writin; as




research assoclate in tho Historicel Soclety of Iowa ané has
under way a volumo on Tho Rivors of Iowas Dre Livingston has
edited and prepared for publication a volume of documents on
Eritish constitutilonal historye. Dr. M1llard Esnson as
resoarch assoclate durlng the first semoster prepared a history
of the Law Colloge of the University. Varlous members of the

Department have gcontributed book reviews to learned historieal
Journals. I

Dr. Plum recceived a grant from the Sociel Scilcnce
Research Councll to carry on his studiec of Puritenism in the
17th century and spent the sumuer in London and the first
somester in eastern apchives collecting materlals Dp. Clark

also recelved 'a grant to aid him in his etudios of the Franco-
German struggles of 1806-1871.

I1Y. Extra-Depgrtmental Activitices Various members
of the Departmdn Vo given considoravio tlmo to committee work
on tho cocmpuss Root on the Library Doard; Livingeton on the
Loan Commaittom; de RKiowlot on tho Graduate Councll; thornton
on 8oclal Affalrs, etce They have gome Irom the campus to
fulfi1ll spoakling ongagomonts here and there before learnod
sccletlos, teachiors conventions, colloge audiences, public
mootings, otce Root gave two addresses at Augustana College,
a tallk before the Iistory Teachers Agsoclation at Cmaha ,and
read a paper at the mooting of the Iowy Presidents Associatlon.
Dre de Kiewilet prosided at a gession Liberalism in En-land”
&L L6 annual meeting of the Amerlcen Ulstorical Agsociation.
Ho gdve musth time to organizing mnd directing public forums
on tho camyuc dealing the problems of the World YWar. Dr. Smith
gave a papor on the Daconlan Serics. Mlss Daloy,Dre Thornton,
Dre Potersen and Dre Livingston also gave talle here and thore.
This servico 1s of dlstinct advantage to the University and to
the Depariment and in so doing care iz taken that tho rogular
teaching work on the cempus 15 not impaired, It should bLe
noted thgt five members of the depurtuent ettondéd the mooting
of tho Aorican Iistoricel Association at Washington and an
equal numbor were present at the comventlon of tho Mississippi
Yelley Historical Ascsociation et Omaha,

IVe Creduate Work: A great deal of attention is
glven to greducte workie Approximately foprty gradusto studonts
were enrolled, of whom about one=third are candidates for the
PhaDe rCarerui attontlon to graduate work tokes o lot of time

'in tho way of confercnces and theses. Ve are gratifiod by the
part and placs taken by our gradunte stucdente in the acadenic

' 1lifes 'Elmor Ellils, professor of History at the Unlversity of
Uissourl, who took Lils PheDs In 1930, roceived o Cuggon>einm

' Pellowshlp and Virginia Dever, PheDs 1040, recoived an Ae.AeUeWe
Dellowshipes Iive of our graduates of former yecrs hove published
bLooks, and two have books accepted for publication. About twolve
former and present graduste students have published ono or more
articles In learned Jjournals.

\



. The departmont takes groat pn}ns in finding teaching
poote for the graduates in historys “n this wo have been
rathor successful in splto of keeon compotitione Thls year

ono goos to the Universlty of INew ampshire, another tc the
Univorsity of lMontana, a third to the Teachers College at
Aberdeen, South Dakota, ' .

/ IV. Undergraduate Work: Tho departmont has glven
tho beat of 1ts e?for%a oand attontlon to undergraduateo
teachings It 1s a heavy task considering the large number of
undergraduates enrolled in historye. Our total cnrollment in
the various classes number about 1300, The majors in hictory
numver approximately 00. ¥UWo consider this onrollment satis-
factory In view of the fuct that history 1s entirely an
elective subjecte Dack of history there is no requirement
as in the casge of English or languages.

: It should be noted thaet much of our timo 1s
devoted not only to formal classes as sched:led but also
in Individuul conferences. Indeod the iormal and scueduled
teaching bours dc not at all account for the many hours devoted
to conferences, to groups of spoclal ability and to graduate
worke These Intlmte intelloctual relatlons Letween profescors
and students comnstltute onc of the most wholasome and profitable
aspects of teaching.

VI. Dopertmentul Cooporation: The Department
continues to copporate w othor departments in courses and
personnels This sort of thing ies wholesomo and should be
continued that oxtreme depurtmontelism may be chocked. Cources
offered In I'lnc irte Ly Dre longmen, in Classical Civilization,
In the History of Education are llsted for credit in historye
listory courses in Amoricen Civiligation and European Culture
and in Constitutiomal LHistory are given to moet tho noods in
Inglich, “Inc Arts and Lew by speclal errangement v ith the
schools and departmeonts concernede

R R
DEPARTIENTAL RITD3 FOR THE BIENIIUM,1941-1943

As mentloned above Miss laley has the year 1941
Lo serve on full time and then under the rule of age she teaches
half time. The courses sho will relinguish will be cared {opr
by Dr. Cuttino and Dre Saith,

To socure Dre Cuttino, a medlesvallst, we gave up
two half-time graduate essistants. It will be necessary to restore
those csolotants to take over qulz sections cerrled by Dre.Smith
and Cuttinos "



It 15 carnestly hoped that In the coming biennlium
the stipends for graduate assistants may be restored to
tho Cormor ratce Thore 18 no question thal we ore at a
distinct disadvantage in socurlng the best asgistonts be=-
cause wo pay loss than other univerolties. And agein our
present rate 1s not commensurate with thoe service glven.

We earmestly hope that Iln the next blennium recog=
nition in salary and rank moy be given to the youngor mene

Cne item of especlal lmportanco to history is tho
University librarye It is our laboratory, Just as ecgsential
to hiastory as a laboratory to Chenlstry or Physlcne. The whole
1ibr Bituation is not 4in the bost of homlth. It nceds
attontlon and itils needly bedly end promptly This report 1s
probably not tho place to enter into the problom in detall.
We hope with tho ald of ow Dean & betier ordor may Lo
brought abouts

Host sincerely youra

Wy Te Root



