University of lowa
History Alumni
Memory Book
2014




HIGHLIGHTS
FROM THE
MEMORY BOOK



ON FACULTY

Professor Sutherland explaining (in his melodious voice) that to
really “get” reading the letters of Abelard and Heloise, we
shouldn’t read it in the library, but “rather while lying on a
comfortable couch or bed while listening to Frank Sinatra or some
other torchy singers’ records on your hi-fi singing songs of
unrequited love to set the mood” (this was in the 80’s).

- Charles H. Biebesheimer, Class of 1987

I enjoyed Modern German History with Professor Schoenbaum.
We used a lecture hall in the Physics building and sometimes he
would look at the blackboard and all of the diagrams left behind
from some physics or math class, make a few modifications and
change the symbols to names, and utilize it for his own lecture! I
was awestruck at this sort of creative intellectual ability.

- Christopher F. Blodi, Class of 1975

Professor George Mosse was mesmerizing, pacing right and left
across stage in Macbride Hall, cigarette ashes fall on his chest,
proclaiming, “And this you must never forget!”

- (Fredda) Ellen Sideman Caplan, Class of 1952

Once in Katherine Tachau’s Ancient and Medieval Science class I
dropped and broke my full water bottle, which was glass, about 2
minutes before class ended . .. I stayed behind to clean up the
water and glass with about five New York Times papers left behind
from a previous class. She stayed behind and talked to me the
whole time about the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, Turkey. We talked
about artwork and ownership of it in class that day, and I had



visited it while studying abroad the year before, so it turned out to
be a fun little incident.
- Ellie Farrier

Professor Giblin (Professor Cox is a close second with his southern
drawl) pushed me to be a real student of history as well as helped
me come to love historical research. He taught me to think through
complex problems and then offer evidence based reasoning to
answer such problems.

- Colin Furness, Class of 2009

Professor Baynton’s History of the American Deaf Community
class sticks with me. The subject is not broadly discussed or
researched, but Professor Baynton does an absolutely fantastic job
of shedding light on the history, struggles, and culture of America’s
deaf community.

- Colin Furness, Class of 2009

Michaela Hoenicke-Moore was my favorite professor. .. She
challenged me to dig deeper into every argument I made. She
helped me to discover how political cartoons (which have always
been my favorite historical document type) can hold and argument
and help us to understand what the general public was concerned
about.

- Kayla Garvin, Class of 2011

All of the professors I studied under were exceptional historians
without fail, but Professor Cox was a truly fantastic professional to
learn under and I have never forgotten him, nor will I. Every time I
open a new book about historiography or British history, the
lessons I learned from him come back to me, and I see them in a
different light. I have not seen him since I left for my second
deployment in 2008, yet his influence on me remains as strong as
ever.



- Alexandra Grey, Class of 2009

Sometime in 1971, I was talking with Alan (Prof. Spitzer to me back
then) about radical politics and the future of academia. I was
making a demonstrably dumb point about the bourgeois fixation
with grammatical rules and blah, blah, blah when Alan pulled me
up short. Good writing knew no politics. Thinking well and
writing well were of a piece. Citations needed to be done correctly.
I never forgot what he said. He had pulled the rug out from my
radical pretensions, but he did so in a way that made me admire
him all the more.

- Robert Griswold, Class of 1972 (recently retired chairman of

the Department of History, University of Oklahoma)

Not a story, per se, but I always wondered what Professor Jaroslaw
Pelenski’s hat was made out of - it looked like black brains or
intestines. It was always a topic of conversation among his
students, but no one ever knew what it was.

- Susan (Cray) Hagan, Class of 1990

An enduring memory is Donald W. Sutherland’s class
presentations. He would perch his lanky 6’ 4”+ frame on his desk,
brush back a luxuriant shock of black hair, and present the material
in a rich baritone voice and lively manner, without once referring

to his rolled up lecture notes at his side.
- James C. Hamilton, Class of 1963 (M.A. 1965, Ph.D., 1968)

Another memory was what Bill Aydelotte’s graduate students
termed “Aydelotte Pads.” These were small pads of white paper on
which he was forever writing brief notes, tearing off the page, and
placing it in his shirt pocket. Some fellow students including
myself still do this today.

- James C. Hamilton, Class of 1963 (M.A. 1965, Ph.D., 1968)



Laurence Lafore, for his ability to lecture entering a classroom and
continuing to lecture, even upon his exit. His stage timing was

meticulous.
- Mary Hubbard, Class of 1974

Jonathan Goldstein, mounting the lecture room desk, pumping his
fist, and shouting, “Antiochus, get the hell out of Egypt!”
- Mary Hubbard, Class of 1974

My favorite course was Linda Kerber's Women in American
History before 1870 course. It was my first formal women’s history
course, and I learned more in one semester than I think I had in all
my previous U.S. history courses.

- Katherine Jellison (Ph.D. 1990)

Ellis Hawley was late to my Ph.D. dissertation defense because the
bus he was riding to campus on got stuck in the snow. (A blizzard
had occurred the night before) He ended up getting off the bus and
walking the rest of the way to campus so that he could do his part
on the defense committee. He was late, but he got there!

- Katherine Jellison (Ph.D. 1990)

Professor Shoenbaum loved “Near Eastern” European History and

brought the questions raised by the Ottoman Empire’s rule of S.E.

Europe into most of his classes. I later served as an Army Officer in

Bosnia and the education I obtained on this region was invaluable.
- Stephen Kallestad, Class of 1994

David Shoenbaum - Modern European History. He did a fantastic
job of getting you to experience the time period while learning
about the political and social forces that were shaping it. We
listened to music and read literature and poetry in order to



understand, not just what people were doing, but what they were

feeling.
- Janice Carter Larson, Class of 1977

The most interesting or humorous story about my time at the
University may have been an American history class with Colin
Gordon as instructor. He liked to walk around the front of the
lecture hall for the entire class. One time he had his infant son on
his back and said, “pay no attention to who is behind me.” Hard to
do this.

- Lyle LaRue, Class of 1996

Disability in American History, my final semester, gave me another
big memory. It was taught by Doug Baynton, and he did the sign
language interpretation at President Clinton’s visit, but did not tell
us in advance.

- Lyle LaRue, Class of 1996

Jacki Rand expanded my interest in Native American history. The
history of Native peoples was totally new to me at the time, and
very different from what I had learned in high school. I have
continued to focus on Native American history since and currently
specialize in 17th and 18t century Native American History.
- Dustin Mack, Class of 2006 (Ph.D. student University of
Oklahoma)

Shelton Stromquist. He was more interested than I was in
history . ... hard to find. And he love to talk about it any time I
stopped by his office. I still kept all of his books.

- Matthew McCarter, Class of 2010



I remember when a student left Prof. Gelfand’s lecture on
American Diplomatic History in the middle of class. It was a big
lecture hall in Phillips Hall, and Prof Gelfand chased him down
and asked him where he was going.

- Kevin McGushin, Class of 1989

During our colloquium Professor Stromquist invited the students
to his home for tea and coffee in order to present our papers. It was
one of my best memories of my experience at lowa and I truly
cherish it.

- Carolyn Nevin, Class of 2010

Allan Spitzer and Laurence Lafore were brilliant scholars who
could transform the markings on a Napoleonic coin into a riveting
deep dive into Europe’s struggles to manage the rising tide and
nationalism and the end of the Concert system.

- Timothy Pounds, Class of 1986

Ralph Giesey’s courses on Roman Law and Renaissance France. I
would attend his lectures just for kicks. His ability to turn a
funeral procession into a definitive and compelling historical
analysis of Europe still stuns me. As does his ability to trace
complete legal systems to their Greek and Roman roots.

- Timothy Pounds, Class of 1986

I will always remember Stow Persons’ class on the History of
American Intellectuals. I can still hear him talk about Cotton
Mather!

- Joel Probasco, Class of 1981

Hermann Rebel was my History advisor and most certainly my
favorite professor. Who wouldn’t love a professor who was ready
to pull out his Telecaster and jam with students and friends?



- Joel Probasco, Class of 1981

I was blessed to be at Iowa and study under a particularly
outstanding group of scholars - William Aydelotte was chairman,
Sam Hays in recent U.S., Charles Gibson in U.S. Colonial and Latin
American, Al Bogue in Middle Period U.S., Giles Constable in
Medieval, all of whom were lured away from Iowa to richer
institutions.

-- Leonard Ralston, Class of 1949 (Ph.D. 1957)

I was lucky enough to have three courses with Professor Vlastos
and each was better than the last. With the classes he taught it was
not about giving out traditional grades, but making us into better
researchers and writers.

- Alex Ruff, Class of 2010

Dr. Sutherland was a truly gifted teacher, well-versed in his subject,
and blessed with the ability to bring what seemed at first glance to
be a dry and stale topic to life for his students. He would arrive to
class on times, put his books/notes on a corner of his desk, and
proceed to hold the entire class spellbound for 50 minutes as he

lectured without a single reference to textbook or notes.
- John F. Scott, Class of 1969

Jeffrey Cox was such a great leader for me. I was blessed to have
him on my side when I was going through a rough patch. Great

teachers aren’t always built in the classroom.
- Calan Smidt, Class of 2005

H. Glenn Penny ... what a hoot!! I would be glad to take another of
his classes anytime.
- Calan Smidt, Class of 2005
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Dr. [Jonathan] Weinstein - Intro to Western Civilization.
Immigrated from Germany after WWII. Recalled after seeing and
hearing Hitler speak, he joined the great crowd to applaud Der
Fuhrer. As a Jew and a member of a publishing family, he was
shocked by his own response. He shared that story with us to
demonstrate the impact of crowd psychology. The lecture hall was
the Chemistry Auditorium, so we were the crowd and he had us in
the palm of his hand in the telling.

- Sandra Miller Sohr, Class of 1960

I took a semester course in Professor Ross Livingston’s History of
the British Empire because it generally was considered by history
undergrads as an “easy” A. Well, it wasn’t an “easy” A for me; I
ended up getting a B while the vast majority of my classmates
ended up with As. That being said, I thoroughly enjoyed his
course. My wife and I have traveled to many British
Commonwealth countries, and Professor Livingston’s lectures
helped us better understand the history of these countries. I'm still
not sure why I did not receive an A!

- Don Stock, Class of 1972

I went to the University of Iowa as a business major. When I took
Jeff Cox’s European History course (accompanied by the R. Palmer
textbook), I decided to change my major to history and add a
secondary education endorsement. My life has never been the

same.
- Scott A. Van Beck, Class of 1984

I did enjoy the two visiting professors I had for my History of the
Modern Middle East and History of Soviet Russia. The Russian
professor had great stories about growing up under Stalin and
Khrushchev. Two of my favorites: on the first day, he told us “I
was trained to hate all American capitalist scum, and now I am here
to teach you,” and one day he came in with Bruegger’s Bagels and
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marveled at the variety of cream cheese choices, “Why you keep
this from us? This is why you won the Cold War.”
- David Wampach, Class of 1997

I took Ellis Hawley’s research seminar during my first semester,
and came away with immense respect for his knowledge, writing
expertise, and interest in each student’s work. The class was a
terrific introduction to the craft of history, and left me inspired
about how to conduct myself as a professional historian.

- Wilson J. Warren, M.A. 1983

One of my lasting memories, which I also think about in my own
teaching, is taking a class with Shel Stromquist during his first
semester at lowa and, I believe, his first semester actually teaching
as a college professor . .. A friend of mine and I would laugh
(afterwards!) about his exam questions. They were often nearly a
page long. I remember hoping that my response would be at least
as long as his questions!

- Wilson J. Warren, M.A. 1983

Professor Stromquist taught me in my History Colloquium class,
when I was in my third semester ... He loves labor history and it
was very inspiring to see a man who cares so deeply about
something he has devoted his life to, talk about it every day and try
to inspire you. I absolutely have developed an interest in labor
history and the plight of the working class because of Professor
Stromquist.

- Alex Wiese, Class of 2011

I try to model myself as a professor and a scholar after Leslie
Schwalm. She is passionate about what she does, generous with
what she knows, and sophisticated in what she thinks and writes.
Her teaching can be like being lectured by a lightening bolt; I
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would love to be the kind of professor that blows students” minds
on a regular basis.
- Bridgett Williams-Searle, Ph.D. 2005

I only had the chance to take one class from Professor Michael
Moore, but it was a wonderful experience. He had such passion for
teaching and the whole class could see that he actually wanted to
be there every day and he wanted us to be as excited about the
material as he was. He is my favorite professor I've ever had, even
up until today (and Iowa Law has some wonderful professors). I
remember the day I went to his office hours to discuss what I
wanted to do with my life - I was torn between continuing to study
history or going to law school. I had several great conversations
with him where he tried his best to keep me in the light, but
eventually the dark side won out and I went to law school.

- Stephanie Worrell, Class of 2011

My favorite professor was Dr. Malcolm Rohrbaugh. He taught the
Westward Movement courses . .. He told stories about the
complexities of both the trans-Appalachian West and the trans-
Mississippi West. He especially liked to share humor and ironies
with us. He was formal yet informal; approachable and friendly.
He took the time to advise me about my future when I had
questions. His courses were no pushovers; they challenged our
intellectual abilities - in writing, reading, exams.

- John Wunder, Class of 1967

Many of us - usually 200 at a time - took the History of Iowa. It
was taught by the director of the Iowa State Historical Society,
William “Steamboat Bill” Peterson, and his wife, Bessie.
Steamboat Bill was a folksy character who loved Iowa history and,
well, steamboats. He wrote the journal, The Palimpsest, and we
read many of them in class. Bessie took meticulous class role, and
one was penalized for missing class. She was a terror. The exams
were very difficult - fill-in-the-blank and true/false, and they
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highlighted obtuse and distant facts from The Palimpsest readings,
like “Volcanoes in Iowa,” one of my favorites. If one got every
question right over the semester, and there hundreds, you were
rewarded with a strawberry or chocolate malt at the final exam
delivered by Bessie to much formal acknowledgment. I was one of
11 that semester to enjoy a malt (I chose strawberry) during the
final exam.

- John Wunder, Class of 1967

We had to take for a History major either ancient or medieval
history. I chose ancient history from a rather eccentric ancient
historian, Prof. Jonathan Goldstein. Dr. Goldstein was an orthodox
Jew; he celebrated every holiday, and he educated us about them.
One snowy cold winter day we entered our room on the first floor
of Schaeffer Hall only to discover it had no heat. One could see
one’s breath. Prof. Goldstein had an office very close by and
usually made a grand entrance precisely on the hour. He carried
with him a very yellowed notebook from which he wrote ID’s on
the blackboard and then he sat down and delivered his lecture of
the day. That day, he came into the room, he had not zipped up his
pant’s zipper - most of us noticed this; and then with a kind of
flurry a strange graduate student, whom we recognized as a library
guard who checked our bags when we left the library - he was
known amongst us as “Marion the Librarian” - rushed up to Dr.
Goldstein and presumably mumbled something to him about the
professor’s fly. We watched with awe as Dr. Goldstein brushed
Marion the Librarian away and told us to our amazement that
today was a special day in his religion when he did not use modern
conveniences, such as furnace heating (he arranged for the heat to
be turned off in the lecture room and his office) and zippers. And
then we had our lecture, probably on the history of water in the
ancient world, one of his favorite topics.

- John Wunder, Class of 1967
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ON HISTORY AT IOWA

I think history helped answer for me the question that many
adolescents (and adults) ask themselves, namely, “Who am 1?”
Some college students seek that answer in psychology, others in
sociology, biology or some other academic area or life experience.
But for me, history, in illuminating the past, helped me have a

fuller sense of myself.
- (Fredda) Ellen Sideman Caplan, Class of 1952

Learning from Professor Goldstein to look at primary sources has
enabled me to steal real plots from the parts of history which don’t
make it into the overviews but which live and breathe with human
realities. Iowa fitted me for my profession as well as for life
generally.

- Dave Drake, Class of 1967

History provides me with a sense of perspective and insight on a
daily basis that allows me to have a more sophisticated
understanding of current events, world leaders, trends in
technology, intellectual movements - the list goes on and on. My
history major has enriched my life in a way that is difficult for me
to adequately describe. And I am so envious of all of you. What I
wouldn’t give to be able to go back to the University of Iowa for
just one semester and take a few history classes again!

- Tim Garner, Class of 1986 (M.A. 1990)

I learned to read voraciously to survive, to ground myself in the
pertinent facts and interpretations, and to argue (academically)
effectively. I eventually received my Ph.D. in American Studies
from St. Louis University and have taught at the secondary and
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university level for over 40 years, but the academic ground I
received at Iowa colored positively everything I did after Iowa.
- Dr. Bill (William) Hart, Class of 1966 (M.A. 1971)

How exciting it was to delve into African revolution in my first
semester at Ul by way of Frantz Fanon’s The Wretched of the Earth.
Forty years later, my daughter would be reading the same book for
her senior honors thesis at the University of Wisconsin! I have to
say that the University of lowa History Program - all of the
knowledge derived from our truly outstanding professors and all
of the nurturing of us as students - has enhanced my curiosity, my
ability to question, and my research skills, all of which I use to this
day as librarian. And as far as my life beyond Iowa?

Ethnocentrism has no place in my worldview.
- Mary Hubbard, Class of 1974

I can’t say it has made me a lot of money, but I do think my
knowledge of history stood me in good stead in law school and
makes me a better lawyer today. More important, in my opinion, I
am part of the “informed electorate” that I like to think has
influence far beyond our power to vote.

- Joe Lapointe, Class of 1973

I learned that half of the book of Daniel was originally written in
Aramaic and was directly plagiarized from earlier Babylonian texts
Mene, Mene te kal upharsin, the “handwriting on the wall,” means:
“Repent, repent for the end of your kingdom is at hand” in
Aramaic. .. I just loved getting all these little details about the
historical underpinnings of the Old Testament and the fact that
still remember all this stuff 43 years later shows that.

- Joe Lapointe, Class of 1973

After I got out of college, my original intention was to join the
State Department, but I ended up in the International Division of a
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large medical company. They hired me because I not only knew
where countries were, but I knew a lot about their history and
culture and I continued to make that a priority in my work. I
eventually became the company expert on Micronesia and
Polynesia and opened up sales of our products to the region. No
one else in the company had any idea where Yap was, much less
had the desire to go there.

- Janice Carter Larson, Class of 1977

By my recollection there were two women entering the graduate
program in the fall of 1968 and the other one quit by Thanksgiving.
It was a lonely time as a 21-year-old woman in a man’s world. No
women faculty either. I don’t think college teaching would have
been a good match for me but I will always wonder what if I had
been offered the same fellowship 5 years later when there were
more women, more women faculty and acknowledgment that

women have a history.
- Bonnie Love, M.A. 1972

My M.A. essay on invention of unemployment insurance in
England was something I often cited in writing to legislators trying
to defend the public employment program in which my husband
and I worked.

- Bonnie Love, M.A. 1972

Suggest you look at the Daily Iowan archives for 1968-1969.

Activist and “radical” Don Smith in the History Department was

trying to unionize grad students 20 years before UE. A very

exciting and stimulating time to be on campus. As someone always

interested in social reform movements, I have always been grateful

that I was able to see the whole counter-culture movement close up.
- Bonnie Love, M.A. 1972
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History opened up an interest in wanting to know about the world.
It led me to join the military, which in turn led to work, travels, and
study in the Middle East, Eastern Europe, South America, and the
Caucasus.

- Kevin McGushin, Class of 1989

Schoenbaum made us study original documents and then tasked us
each week with writing short essays in response to questions like,
“what is the Palestinian-Israeli conflict all about?” I spent hours
locked in struggle with my typewriter to answer these questions in
intelligent ways. This course (with David’s coaching) exposed my
rudimentary writing and analytical skills and improved them in
ways I never had imagined. It also sparked an interest in a region
plagued by intractable problems that I've been dealing with as
diplomat and policymaking since 2001.

- Timothy Pounds, Class of 1986

Some cultures, particularly those in the Middle East, dwell
endlessly in conflicting versions of history. Understanding a
person’s or country’s historical narrative is critical to grasping how
they perceive current problems and frame issues. How others
apply history to their lives, conflicts with others, and social
development reveals a great deal about how you can work with
them (or not). Being conversant in the names, dates, places, and
contested details of a country’s history provides a means to
understand and influence often highly emotional views of their
world. Most conversations start and end with history in this part of
the world.

- Timothy Pounds, Class of 1986

As a history teacher today, I am aware of the profound influence
that the University of Iowa History Department had, and has, on
my teaching today. Though my teaching assignment includes
students with Specific Learning Disabilities, I feel so lucky to be
able to share my enthusiasm and love for history.
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- Joel Probasco, Class of 1981

My Phi Beta Kappa from Iowa helped me get my job teaching in
Maquoketa, smooth my acceptance into graduate school, my Press
Fellowship at OU [Oklahoma University] Press, and my job at HUP
[Harvard University Press] - where I met my husband (an MIT
grad student)! It also helped me understand the importance of
saving historical materials and how to do research. Having been
working for more accessible voting for 45 years, I am the historical
memory for voting laws in Ohio; unfortunately, not everyone
recognizes this. (That’s a joke, folks).

- Margaret Rosenfeld (Peg Young), Class of 1954

As a career member of the U.S. foreign service for 32 years, a critical
part of my job was to describe for Washington policy- and
decision-makers what was going on in the countries to which I was
posted, what it meant for U.S. foreign policy, and how the U.S.
might use that information to advance our own interests. The
skills I learned and honed at Iowa studying the interplay of
different elements of cultures and societies, and how that interplay
affected what cultures and governments did and how they acted on
the global stage, came into play every day during my diplomatic
career.

- John F. Scott, Class of 1969

My cohort/class was huge, in graduate school terms. We applied to
grad school during an economic downturn so the department got a
lot of really good applications. The application committee decided
to admit 23 or 24 of us, doubtlessly reasoning that some of us
would go elsewhere or just not attend. Surprise! We all came and
we all stayed. We were an exceptionally close-knit class because in
the fall of our first year on campus [1991], a disgruntled physics
graduate student killed a peer, his professors, and himself in what
was reputed to be a case of academic rivalry gone murderously
wrong. That was a wake-up call to be a different kind of scholar
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and build strong positive relationships with one another. We
continue to stay in touch and support each other’s careers today.
- Bridgett Williams-Searle, Ph.D. 2005

We made some history on campus too. Our class was instrumental
establishing the current grad school union -- COGS-UE. Our
department’s grad students investigated the options open to us
when organizing. We were disappointed during a first failed
unionization drive with SEIU, but hung in there for a second much
more successful drive with UE. History was a very well-organized
department and there were only a few of us who didn’t actively
participate. Our union was critical in providing the structure for us
to negotiate much better terms and conditions for our work, and
creating a more positive environment for teaching and learning.
Departmental faculty were extremely supportive (not all
departments were) and many of the early presidents of COGS were
history grad students. History grad students also were active in the
Students against Sweatshops campaigns and the sit-in/takeover of
the President’s Office in 2000.

- Bridgett Williams-Searle, Ph.D. 2005
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ON UNIVERSITY OF
IOWA AND IOWA CITY

My intramural basketball team was called “The Abominations
from Desolation.” We initially wanted to call ourselves the
Meteors, but in Goldstein’s Martyrdom, Persecution, and National
Revolt in the Greco Roman World class we learned that the ancient
Jewish leaders referred to meteorites, which were worshipped by
the pagans and apostate Jews, as the “Abominations from
Desolation.” We thought this was a cool name for a team. It also
served to help us sandbag our opponents who thought they were to
play a team which thought of themselves as abominable and, hence,
probably not very good. We got all the way to the All U finals,
beating the football team along the way, before losing to a team
with a seven-footer.

- Joe Lapointe, Class of 1973

The best stories are the ones never written, but only

remembered ...
- Matthew McCarter, Class of 2010

This project is a great idea. Ah, youth. I wish someone would have
told me at your age (and had I listened): You have no idea how
quickly time will pass and the wonders (including painful lessons)
life has in store ... Iowa City offers a charmed existence. Enjoy
every last second and ring every last drop of joy from it you can.
Pretty soon, you'll be working for a boss who will expect you to put
in punishingly long hours, read his/her mind, and never make a
mistake. Your college memories will slowly be reduced to
fragments - like hanging on the quad with friends who all wanted
to become the next great American novelist or Editor-in-Chief of
the New York Times. Six-foot snow drifts on Clinton Street.
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Cambus (does it still run?). Playing Frisbee Golf on the (then)
brand new course at the reservoir. Watching the Doobie Brothers
and Grateful Dead in the old Field House. Hayden Fry’s seduction
of Iowa City and the transformation of Saturday football games
into Rose Bowl hopes. The irascible Dan Gable and an undefeated
wrestling team of Greek Gods. Midnight Madness Impromptu
Theater on Friday nights. Ronald Reagan’s two-term presidency.
Living on 200 bucks a month. The unforgettable taste of fresh lowa
sweet corn and garden-grown tomatoes. Graduating and moving
every personal belonging in the back of a car, in one last long trek
on I-80. The Mississippi or Missouri River in your rear-view
mirror. Thanks for a chance to reconnect. Best of luck to your class.
- Timothy Pounds, Class of 1986

I was a Cambus Trainer/Driver. Need I say more? Laugh out
Loud!!!
- Joel Probasco, Class of 1981

Research is research, whether it is early American scientists or the
history of voting restrictions. Documenting your conclusions gives
those conclusions more validity. And the fun I had in College
Young Democrats building a Homecoming float (it fell apart)
introduced me to Iowa legislators and probably influenced me to
take up election reform.

- Margaret Rosenfeld (Peg Young), Class of 1954

I will never forget the countless nights that I was at the library
basement digging through old newspapers from the 1930s
describing the events leading up to the Chinese Communist
Revolution for my research paper. Although monotonous and
laboring, it taught me valuable lessons of researching and utilizing
primary resources to understand how the pas affect our present and
future. I still have that 20-page research paper and use it to teach

Mao Zedong's peasant uprisings.
- Ryan Slade, Class of 2008



22

The late fifties were not as vanilla-tasting as often portrayed. With
the Writers’ Workshop, Mauricio Lasansky’s print studio, Byron
Burford’s “circuses,” Van Allen’s space research, Irene’s Bar, the
book stores, two Rose Bowl victories, visiting lecturers as varied as
Vincent Price, Pete Seeger (off campus), Carl Sandberg, and an
intimate campus of about 11,000 to make the most of it, I found it a
remarkable place.

- Sandra Miller Sohr, Class of 1960

I used to cross campus and pass McBride Hall where there was a
signpost that collected a lot of bumper stickers and graffiti. I noted
over time that I was at Iowa that one pole in particular attracted a
certain set of stickers. The ones at the top were older and faded
when I first noticed them and the ones stuck lower on the pole
below were progressively newer. All of them were black stickers
with white letters, “Impeach Nixon” were the first four or five, then
“Impeach Ford,” “Impeach Carter” and “Impeach Reagan.” The
newest sticker on the bottom said “Impeach " Thave
thought over the years that what was an important political
sentiment had become cartoonish in just a few years.

- Jonathan Wait, Class of 1981



